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After Labour,
When the parturition has been normal, simple hygienic
measures are all that are necessary. The mother must be
kept quiet, comfortable, with plenty of fresh air. If the mare
is perspiring, she should be well wisped, and if necessary a
blanket applied. A gallon or so of nourishing tepid gruel
may be given to the mare or cow* Clean dry litter should be
plentifully supplied. Afterwards the young may, if necessary,
be assisted to the teat. The foetal membranes should be got
rid of, and any discharge on the tail and thighs of the mother
washed or wiped away. Afterwards the diet should consist
of grass, mashes, etc. For the working mare, from three to
eight days' rest should be allowed to permit of complete
recovery.
In protracted parturition, where there is a likelihood of
injury to the genital passages, the latter should be flushed
out with sterilized water, or normal saline solution, or a weak,
non-irritant antiseptic lotion, such as contains boric acid or
potassium permanganate, to prevent metritis or metroperito-
nitis. Where debility results, stimulants should be adminis-
tered. When turned out to pasture, the animals should be
afforded protection in bad weather.
With regard to ewes, if the weather is mild and the situation
favourable, protection is not required. When more than one
lamb is likely to be produced, the first should be kept warm
and receive a little cow's milk diluted with water until the
ewe has finished lambing. Twin lambs may easily be reared
by a strong mother; but as a rule, if there are more than
two, the extra lambs should be put to another ewe or reared
artificially. In order to overcome the repugnance so often
manifested by the ewe to a strange lamb, if its own has died,
the foster-lamb may be covered or rubbed with the skin of the
dead creature, or the two may be placed together during the
night, or even put into a dark shed along with a dog, which
will induce the ewe to protect and take to the lamb. The
same care is necessary for the goat.
The sow generally suffers from weakness and prostration
after parturition, and requires plenty of nourishing and easily-
digested food. When this is given, there is less likelihood of